
Executive Head’s message  

Dear Parents and carers, 

I hope this email finds you well. I spoke with my colleagues today and said “What should I write in the newsletter? 
September is a funny month, and the Head Teachers have already mentioned how well the pupils have settled in, 
and the incredible exam outcomes of 2025”.

The response I got was “please can you thank and welcome the parents of the pupils who have just joined, they 
have all been so lovely and supportive”. So here goes: 

Welcome from us all, you all are official stakeholders in our small Trust full of amazing pupils, great parents and 
committed enthusiastic staff and Trustees. It will all pass so incredibly fast so enjoy the ride. I am about to start my 
12th year here and I genuinely continue to love it, it is an absolute privilege. 

Debra (our transition and careers lead) also requested a 'shout out' to all the pupils who have joined her and Jan 
this year as they either look to leave us, or approach A levels. This term they have worked with the sixth formers at 
the JMA, the new starters (the fast track one year GCSE pupils of FHEC) and the pupils in year 11 at RF. Their 
verdict is 'they have been an absolute pleasure to work with'. Long may this continue!

Take care and enjoy the weekend. Trevor 
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Pupil successes at Roman Fields Academy

Stars of the week - 03/10/2025

GOLD - Timothy
SILVER - Jenna
BRONZE - Mason, Lailie
100% ATTENDANCE FOR THE WEEK - Brody
ROMAN FIELDS SPIRIT AWARD - Jaison

Stars of the week - 10/10/2025

GOLD - Freddie
SILVER - Jaison
BRONZE -Brody, Alfie
100% ATTENDANCE FOR THE WEEK - Mason
ROMAN FIELDS SPIRIT AWARD - Alex
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Pupil successes at James Marks Academy

Stars of the week - 03/10/2025

GOLD  - Kayden
SILVER - Mason R
BRONZE - Jack
100% ATTENDANCE FOR THE WEEK - Dylan
JAMES MARKS SPIRIT AWARD - Dominic

Stars of the week - 10/10/2025

GOLD  - Fin K
SILVER - Amiyah
BRONZE - Reece
100% ATTENDANCE FOR THE WEEK - Louie
JAMES MARKS SPIRIT AWARD -  Mia
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Pupil successes at Forest House Education Centre 

Stars of the week - 03/10/2025

FOREST HOUSE PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD - Elise - for excellent efforts in all lessons and being 
really receptive to feedback
FOREST HOUSE PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD -  Evie - for commitment to develop knowledge of 
Macbeth in preparation for summer exams/returning to school.
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Dates for the diary

Thursday 23rd October - Roman Fields 
Halloween fancy dress

Friday 24th October - INSET DAY 
(staff only)

Monday 27th October till Friday 31st 
October - Half term 

Thursday 13th November - Roman 
Fields parents evening (details to 
follow)

Friday 28th November - Occasional 
day (school closed)

Friday 19th December - last day of 
school before we break for Christmas

Monday 22nd December till Friday 
2nd January 2026 - Christmas break

Monday 5th January - INSET DAY 
(staff only)

James Marks Academy Trust
www.jmatherts.co.uk
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Star reader of the week at Roman Fields Academy

                                                     

                                        03/10/2025           10/10/2025    

                                                Leo                        Natan
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James Marks Academy - Year 7 Science lessons

Year 7 have made a great start to science lessons here at JMA. One group has started to use 

scientific equipment including Bunsen burners and thermometers. They were working to take 

accurate measurements and record this data in a table. They also made sure that they were working 

safely and followed the lab rules well. 
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Roman Fields - Horticulture lessons  

Steve and the pupils have been working so hard to maintain our garden.

We have had a very abundant tomato crop this summer which has been a 

nice treat for staff.

The pupils have worked very hard in helping produce nutritious soil and with 

a little help from our newly installed wormery. We also grew garlic, 

beetroot, potatoes and carrots.

We are all really excited about using the new polytunnel this academic year 

and it will provide us with the scope to grow more diverse and exotic fruit 

and veg and in larger quantities hopefully.
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James Marks Academy - Year 9 English lessons 

Year 9 have been fantastically engaged in their learning about Romeo and Juliet. They have been 

applying and building on knowledge acquired last year, through our study of The Tempest, exploring 

more complex ideas about gender roles in the Elizabethan era. 
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James Marks Academy - ICT 

lessons 

In Electronics pupils have been 

looking at different types of inputs 

and outputs for an Electronic 

System together with some 

physical examples. They have also 

constructed a light sensitive alarm 

and tested it as a method to 

protect a valuable snack kept 

inside a drawer. When the draw 

opens, light is detected and the 

alarm sounds.
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James Marks Academy - Halloween short story competition

James Marks Academy English department are running a short story competition.

● The story can’t be longer than 2x A4 pages, the story can be handwritten or typed.

● The story must start with “I knew it was a bad idea” or, “She screamed as she saw the reflection in the mirror. 

It wasn’t her own” or  “They woke up to the sound of scratching behind his door”.

● Use of AI is forbidden! ;)

If your child would like to take part then please hand in the story to reception by Tuesday 21st 

October.

The winner will be announced at lunch time on Thursday 23rd October.

Good luck with your stories.
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Careers and transition - Careers fair at Shendish Manor

Year 11 pupils found the world of work brought to life when

they attended the annual Dacorum careers' fair at the

end of September.  Represented were local companies and

colleges and the pupils were briefed in advance about what

to expect so that they could interact with the exhibitors.

The pupils were outstanding in their efforts to find out more

about what functions certain industries offer, what skill

employers look for in employees and what job areas/ roles

they might consider into the future.
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Alumni update from the end of term 

On the last day of term, at RFA  we were joined by some of our past pupils (alumni) and they shared 

what they are up to now with both staff and some pupils.  This is really important as it shows our current 

young people (and parents) that our pupils can leave here and be successful afterwards.  

When they left here these pupils attended/ still attend various Hertfordshire colleges: West Herts, 

Oaklands, Capel Manor, one did A Levels and one completed an apprenticeship.  

One is now landscaping and gardening full time, one is working with his dad's building company, one is 

setting up his own IT business selling broadband, one is doing a degree accredited by the Royal 

Agricultural University, one offers specialised childcare and clubs for autistic girls, one is doing an 

apprenticeship together with a night-time course in sport, one is looking for a driving job but needs to 

convert his licence from automatic to manual first, one is enjoying a gap year, and one is pregnant with 

her baby due early next year but still working in an admin role for a sports centre!

We have an alumni board at Roman Fields with lots of information on where people went next when 

they left, please take a look in the games room at it.

Pictured right is Mel who left in 2018 - and has just completed a master’s degree

in Equine Metabolic Syndrome - like type 2 diabetes and coronary heart disease in 

horses!  She is also working part-time too at a livery yard.  It was great to see her back 

here last month.  We hope to get some of the 6th formers who left JMA in summer back

later this term to talk to the current Year 13s at JMA about their university experiences.
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Roman Fields - Halloween sale

Aline, Jo and the pupils as always have 

done a brilliant job at making Halloween 

goodies to go on sale.

All items are on display in the dinner hall 

and can be purchased up to Thursday 

23rd October.

Prices start from £3.

If the pupils are interested in purchasing 

something then please come to 

reception in the mornings, lunch time or 

after school.

All money raised will go towards a local 

charity chosen by the enterprise team. 

Thank you so much for all your support.
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Roman Fields - Halloween short 
story competition

Roman Fields are running a short story 

competition.

If your child would like to take part then 

please hand in the story to reception by 

Tuesday 21st October.

The winner will be announced at lunch 

time on Thursday 23rd October.

Good luck with your stories.
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Roman Fields - Halloween fancy 
dress

On Thursday 23rd October pupils are 

welcome to come to school in fancy 

dress for Halloween.

There will be a prize for the best 

dressed.

The winner will be announced at lunch 

time on Thursday 23rd October.

Happy halloween to you all. 
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Careers and transitions dates / college open dates

Saturday 11th October - Oaklands WGC open day

Friday 17th October - Britvic visit (Year 11s RFA)

Saturday 18th October - Oaklands St Albans open day

Monday 10th November - Sky Up visit (Year 11s RFA and FHEC) - more details to follow

Tuesday 11th November  North Herts College Hitchin open day

Wednesday 12th November - North Herts College electrical and engineering campus plus Hitchin 
and Stevenage

Saturday 15th November - West Herts College Hemel open day

Saturday 22nd November - West Herts College Watford open day

Tuesday 2nd December - Herts Regional College - Ware and Broxbourne campuses open day

Thursday 4th December - JMA statutory apprenticeship talks
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Local college open days - for the attention of all Year 10 and 11 parents

The 4 Hertfordshire colleges are listed below as well as Capel Manor.  Please click on the links 

below for further details and note that one is this Saturday (Oaklands WGC campus).

Westherts College - Hemel Hempstead and Watford campuses
https://www.westherts.ac.uk/open-days

Oaklands College - Welwyn Garden city and St Albans campuses
https://campaign.oaklands.ac.uk/open-days?utm_term=&utm_campaign=October+Open+Events+-+October+2025&utm_source=
adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=3149808880&hsa_cam=22965451176&hsa_grp=&hsa_ad=&hsa_src=x&hsa_tgt=&hsa_kw
=&hsa_mt=&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22975810504&gbraid=0AAAAAD8P_dFWhrAlqTOu
hiC4KMpvCQPuv&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIjcGIjqOPkAMVw7CDBx3tzjETEAAYASAAEgJS8vD_BwE

North Herfordshire College - Stevenage and Hitchin campuses
https://www.nhc.ac.uk/openevents/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23081838651&gbraid=0AAAAADe-ygrCxdLmKcm4AJk60r
_gYeVEc&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_a_gxKOPkAMV5JhQBh14DCAsEAAYASAAEgI9pPD_BwE

https://www.nhc.ac.uk/openevents/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23081838651&gbraid=0AAAAADe-ygrCxdLmKcm4AJk60r
_gYeVEc&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxuHTnKSPkAMVYJdQBh3eRBK1EAAYASAAEgIWSvD_BwE

Herts Regional College - Ware and Broxbourne campuses

https://hrc.ac.uk/events/

Capel Manor College
https://www.capel.ac.uk/open-days/
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Hertfordshire Careers Hub - Virtual Careers Fair - Wednesday 21st January 2026

Hertfordshire Careers hub are pleased to invite you to the HOP Into Apprenticeships & T Levels – 
Hertfordshire Virtual Careers Fair on Wednesday 21st January 2026 from 5.30pm-7pm, a free 
online event designed to help you, and your child explore future career pathways and training 
opportunities. 

What is the Virtual Careers Fair?
This free to attend event is for parents, carers, and students to explore apprenticeships and T 
Levels. Visit different exhibitor rooms on a 10-minute rotation to learn about the programmes and 
opportunities available from local employers, colleges, and training providers.

Who Should Attend?
This event is open to all parents and carers but will be particularly useful for those supporting 
children in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13. Students in these year groups are also welcome to attend.

Further information please click here: The Hertfordshire Virtual Careers Fair for parents and carers

Please register by Monday 19th January 2026 for your free ticket by clicking here. HOP into 
Apprenticeships and T Levels
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MHST - Free workshops

The Mental health support team are 

offering free online workshops.

If you would like further information then 

please contact - 

Sandridge Gate Business Centre, Ronsons 

Way, St Albans. AL4 9XR

Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

Tel: 01727 732031 

Email: hct.mhst@nhs.net

Website: SEND MHST
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Family Lives - Co-parenting with 

care programme for parents with 

children with SEN.

Family lives are delivering Co-parenting 

with care for parents with children with 

SEN programme during the Autumn term, 

funded by Herts County Council for 

parents/carers who live in Hertfordshire or 

who have a child attending a Hertfordshire 

school. 

If you would like further information please 

email services@familylives.org.uk or call us 

on 0204 522 8700 or 0204 522 8701. 

  

 


