
Roman Fields Head’s message

Hi all, 

I hope you are looking forward to a well deserved break this half term; it has been a busy start to the 

school year and pupils have thrown themselves back into school life and excellent learning. Recently, 

pupils have attended some trips as part of the transition programme - for example, a tour of the 

Britvic offices and factories, which was very well received; you can see the pictures on our Insta of us 

all looking rather fetching in our hair nets! Thank you to all pupils who have contributed craft items 

for our Halloween sale and well done to all pupils who decided to dress up for the occasion. 

We will also be having a cake sale at our upcoming parents evening to raise some more money for 

charity - thank you for all of your kind donations. I know I said it in my last message but we are 

looking forward to seeing you all for our Christmas celebrations - not long now! 

Wishing you a restful half term, Emma :-) 

James Marks Academy Trust

 Email Admin@romanfields.herts.sch.uk 

Friday 24th October 2025 www.jmatherts.co.uk

admin@jamesmarks.herts.sch.uk admin@foresthouse.herts.sch.uk

mailto:Admin@romanfields.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@jamesmarks.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@foresthouse.herts.sch.uk


James Marks Head’s message 

We have reached the end of a long half-term and it has been great to see the pupils making

progress.

It was lovely to see so many parents at the parents’ evening and I know that you will have received

positive feedback about how well your child is doing at school. Thank you to those parents who

completed the questionnaire, it was humbling to read so many comments praising the work of the

staff we are so fortunate to have. We are considering the ways to address some of the other points

raised, however I will not be recreating the characters from Romeo and Juliet with wigs and

costumes!

We know that when we return after the break the days will be shorter and there is another long half

term ahead. We will look forward to the end of term awards. I cannot wait to see what Mark comes

up with as a form of entertainment.

I hope that whatever you are up to next week, you have a peaceful, restful and well-earned break.

James Marks Academy Trust
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Pupil successes at Roman Fields Academy

Stars of the week - 17/10/2025

GOLD - Leo
SILVER - Dylan
BRONZE - Flo, Cara
100% ATTENDANCE FOR THE WEEK - Lewis
ROMAN FIELDS SPIRIT AWARD - Olivia

Stars of the week - 23/10/2025

GOLD - Freddie
SILVER - Jenna
BRONZE - Lailie, Timothy
100% ATTENDANCE FOR THE WEEK - Olivia
ROMAN FIELDS SPIRIT AWARD - Lili
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Pupil successes at James Marks Academy

Stars of the week - 17/10/2025

GOLD  - Skye
SILVER - Blaize
BRONZE - Caley
100% ATTENDANCE FOR THE WEEK - Connie
JAMES MARKS SPIRIT AWARD - Mason R

Stars of the week - 23/10/2025

GOLD  - Jacob W
SILVER - Jake
BRONZE - Nathan
100% ATTENDANCE FOR THE WEEK - Joshua
JAMES MARKS SPIRIT AWARD -  Lewi
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Pupil successes at Forest House Education Centre 

Stars of the week - 10/10/2025

FOREST HOUSE PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD - Sienna - for supporting another pupil.
FOREST HOUSE ATTENDANCE AWARD - Yasmine - for great attendance

Stars of the week - 17/10/2025

FOREST HOUSE PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD - Isabella For resilience in lessons and kindness to 
another pupil.
FOREST HOUSE ATTENDANCE AWARD -  Ben For great attendance and effort.

Stars of the week - 23/10/2025

FOREST HOUSE PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD - Amy For consistently great effort in lessons and 
kindness to another pupil.
FOREST HOUSE ATTENDANCE AWARD -  Leo For improving attendance and trying hard.
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Dates for the diary

Monday 27th October till Friday 31st 
October - Half term 

Thursday 13th November - Roman Fields 
Parents evening (details to follow)

Friday 28th November - Occasional day 
(school closed)

Friday 19th December - last day of 
school before we break for Christmas

Monday 22nd December till Friday 2nd 
January 2026 - Christmas break

Monday 5th January - INSET DAY 
(staff only)

Tuesday 6th January - Pupils back to 
school 

James Marks Academy Trust
www.jmatherts.co.uk
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Star reader of the week at Roman Fields Academy

                                                     

17/10/2025                       23/10/2025     

                                    Mason                     Brody, Flo, Timothy
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Roman Fields - MacMillan cake sale - Thursday 13th November

Roman Fields Parents Evening is on Thursday 13th November between 4pm and 6pm.

We will be serving hot drinks and with a selection of yummy treats to purchase between 4pm and 

5.30pm to help raise money for MacMillan cancer support. 

Prices from 50p. Cash only please 

Thank you to Paul, Cara and the pupils for the amazing bakes.

We would like to thank you for all your help and support.
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James Marks Academy -  Pumpkin Challenge 

Will came in at 8.30am specifically on Tuesday 14th October to take part in the pumpkin challenge! This 

involved walking as many laps as he could with the pumpkin held above his head, Will walked for an entire hour 

and completed 114 laps (1 lap is the length of the building) without the pumpkin even touching the top of his 

head, he only stopped because it was lesson time! The highest score before Will's effort today was 22 from 

Evangeline, which seemed a lot at the time. 

To put his efforts in to context here are the results of some of the others -

Well done to everybody at James Marks Academy who have worked hard, tried their best, set... (and even 

broken!) new challenges in the gym this half term.

Who knew you could row 1000m in 5 minutes and 4 seconds, walk for an hour non stop on the treadmill, sprint 

for 1km on the bike and cycle for an hour on the bike on level 20, let alone walk for 114 laps of the building with 

a pumpkin above your head! You Are All Amazing.

Be proud of all of your achievements, big and small.
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Forest House Education Centre - The Range visit 

Many pupils love the products at The Range,  especially the Halloween

and Christmas themed decorations, and so FHEC pupils visited the store

in St Albans where they met one of the managers who spoke with them

about the company, its history, competitors, and how preparing the store

for seasonal success works.  He also spoke about what skills employers

look for in employees, and was very impressed with the questions which

the group put to him and another colleague who looks after the in-store Iceland section.

Reminder of some key skills employers look for - we encourage your young people to proactively think about 

demonstrating these especially offsite:

Confidence and Communication: Both verbal and written communication, including public speaking and 

interpersonal skills. 

Teamwork and collaboration: The ability to work effectively with others and be a reliable team member. 

Problem-solving: The ability to identify issues and find effective solutions. 

Adaptability: Being flexible and open to change in a workplace setting. 

Time management: Organising and prioritising tasks to meet deadlines. 

Leadership: The ability to guide and motivate others, which can include skills like decision-making and planning. 

Critical thinking: Analysing information objectively to make reasoned judgments. 

Creativity: Generating new ideas and approaching problems with originality. 

Work ethic: Motivation, strong dedication, reliability, and a professional attitude. 
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Roman Fields -  Year 11 Britvic Trip 

Learning how J20 drinks are crafted from a base product and then enhanced with different natural flavours to 

reach the perfect taste was what the Year 11 pupils from RFA enjoyed during a morning at Carlsberg Britvic in 

Hemel Hempstead.  Our young people worked in a live laboratory setting supported by graduate scientists to 

produce two bottles each of their favourite flavours which they later revealed to others to taste - let's just say 

some were very different to what we might buy on the supermarket shelves!

The staff from Carlsberg Britvic explained about the history of the company, the brands in the portfolio such as 

Pepsi, Fruit Shoot and Robinsons, and were impressed by our pupils' curiosity in their questions around many 

aspects of science.   Our pupils also demonstrated many of the employability skills which employers look for 

such as confidence, adaptability and team work.  More on those later.

mailto:Admin@romanfields.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@jamesmarks.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@foresthouse.herts.sch.uk


James Marks Academy Trust
www.jmatherts.co.uk

 Email Admin@romanfields.herts.sch.uk admin@jamesmarks.herts.sch.uk admin@foresthouse.herts.sch.uk

James Marks Academy - Year 8 Pop art inspired work

Year 8 students have been exploring the collage work of Richard 
Hamilton, and in response created their own interesting interiors, 
using magazine cuttings.  These were then developed into a gouache 
painting, in the style of Patrick Caulfield, using bold, flat colours and 
outlining.
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Roman Fields - Children in Need 

pyjama day 

This is one of our pupils’ favourite 

days: coming into school in their 

pyjamas.

All money raised will be going to 

Children in Need.

Thank you for all your support.
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Roman Fields - Children in Need 

guess the number of sweets in a jar 

If you would like to take part in guessing 

how many sweets are in the jar then please 

come to the office in the mornings or at 

lunch time to take part.

The jar will be on display in the office from 

Monday 3rd November.

The winner will be announced at lunch time 

on Friday 14th November.

All money raised will be going to Children in 

Need.

Thank you for all your support.
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Roman Fields - Children in Need dress 

up your pet competition 

If you fancy dressing up your pet and 

entering them into the competition 

then please bring in the photo or email 

it to the office by Tuesday 11th 

November.

Please see attached poster for full 

details.

All money raised will be going to 

Children in Need.

Thank you so much for all your support 

with all our charities.
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James Marks Academy - Food lessons

This month in food we have been making apple crumble, demonstrating the 'rubbing in' method, 

knife skills, stewing and use of the oven.  

The apples have been given to us by Evangeline from her orchard which has supported our 

discussions on eating foods in different seasons, food miles and nutrition.
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Roman Fields - Tesco apprenticeship talk

Paul, who is our enterprise adviser from Tesco (fondly known to all as Tesco Paul) recently spent some time getting to know 

our RFA Year 9 pupils and they were set a task called the 'breakfast meal deal challenge'.  The challenge was to produce a deal 

similar to the traditional lunch meal deal and each product had to include at least 5 ingredients and one item which would 

normally go to waste.  Paul talked about sustainability, reducing food waste and the 4 Rs of packaging:  remove, reduce, reuse 

and recycle.  The pupils created posters showing their great ideas.

Paul then took the Year 10 pupils to Tesco at Jarman Park where they learnt more about the store (top selling products, store 

targets, salaries) and then we enjoyed a brief tour of some parts such as the online deliveries and clothing and scanned our 

own lunch meal deal items!

Paul also emphasised the skills which employers like Tesco look for - more on this later.

Later that day, Nicole, our adviser from Services for Young People gave the annual  statutory apprenticeship and technical 

provider talk to RFA pupils followed by Tesco Paul talking about the apprenticeship schemes which Tesco offers.

Paul will be visiting JMA on Thursday 4th December to work with the Year 8 and 9 pupils and this will be followed by the 

same statutory apprenticeship talk with Nicole from Services for Young People which will also include the Year 10s and 13s.  

He will work with the Year 10 pupils later in the academic year.

Nicole will be visiting Forest House on Tuesday 25th November to give the same talk.
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Roman Fields -  Christmas Donations for our 
Hamper

Aline and the pupils every year do a fabulous job of 
putting some Christmas hampers together to be raffled 
off at the end of term Christmas awards.

All the money raised will be going to a local charity 
chosen by our enterprise pupils. 

We would be grateful for any unwanted gifts, Christmas 
treats you would like to donate. Please can donations 
be brought to the office by Monday 8th December.

Raffle tickets will be sold for 50p each from Monday 
24th November from reception in the mornings and at 
lunch times.

As always, thank you for your support!

Kindest regards,
Aline and the enterprise team!
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Tuesday and Friday Year 11 Transition group dates for after half term:

Forest House Education Centre
4.11.2025 - Aldenham Country Park walk
11.11.2025 - Oaklands Smallford campus
18.11.2025 - WHC - Watford campus
25.11.2025 - Statutory apprenticeship and technical talk with Nicole
2.12.2025 - WHC - Hemel campus
9.12.2025 - Oaklands WGC campus
16.12.2025 - Job Centre Plus (Liz visiting; one of a two part visit)

Roman Fields 
7.11.2025 - Ashridge walk
14.11.2025 - Oaklands Smallford campus
21.11.2025 - WHC Watford campus
28.11.2025 - Occasional day - school closed
5.12.2025 - WHC - Hemel campus
12.12.2025 - Oaklands WGC campus
19.12.2025 - Tring museum

Please can parents make applications with their young people to their next settings and let Debra and 
Jan know.
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The Craftykin cabin

Two sisters bring fun, friendly and 

fuss-free craft workshops to help you 

relax, unwind and embrace the simply joy 

of making.

Join them for beginner-friendly adult 

crafting classes where you’ll get hands-on 

experience, learn new skills, and enjoy a 

welcoming atmosphere. 

Spaces are limited, so be sure to book 

early.

For more information please go to their 

website thecraftykincabin.co.uk

Email them on 

thecraftykincabin@gmail.com

Or follow them on facebook. 
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Potential kids October activities

The Half term sessions are now available 
to book.

Please see attached leaflet for the 
October activities running with Potential 
Kids.

If you would like further details then 
please contact Emma Boulton - 

Email:  emma@potentialkids.org

Address:  Potential Kids, The Galleria 
Outlet Centre, Comet Way, Hatfield, 

Herts, AL10 0XR
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Potential kids - The zone - 

part one

Potential kids have a brand new 

space at the Galleria in Hatfield .

As well as their garden and Hub 

they now have The Zone situated 

on the ground floor of the 

Galleria Shopping Centre.  They 

will be using this space for social 

opportunities for neurodivergent 

children and young people. A 

place where they can connect 

and make friends. 

They will also be holding early 

years session for 3-5 Year olds 

who are diagnosed or suspected 

of being neurodivergent and 

wellbeing sessions for parents 

/carers . 
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Potential kids - The zone - 

part two

Please see attached their  

introductory flyers , they will be 

confirming their timetable for the 

Zone shortly.

If you would like more 
information then please contact 
Emma Boulton -
 
Email:  emma@potentialkids.org

Address:  Potential Kids, The 
Galleria Outlet Centre, Comet 
Way, Hatfield, Herts, AL10 0XR
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